Guidelines for building WLIT 1113 and WLIT 1123 Syllabi

The Program in Rhetoric and Composition (PRC) issues the following guidelines to assure continuity of purpose and procedure across numerous sections of WLIT 1113 and WLIT 1123, while maintaining instructors’ autonomy. These guidelines primarily aim to strike a balance between western and non-western texts, and to maintain some consistency regarding number and type of assignments. You all have several semesters of teaching under your belts, so use your creativity and experience to adapt these guidelines to your own WLIT courses. Please feel free to contact Dr. Jim Gamble (jgamble@uark.edu) or LewEllyn Hallett (lhallett@uark.edu) if you have questions or concerns about meeting these requirements. 

1. To foster writing skills and provide academic rigor, instructors of WLIT 1113 and 1123 should assign two major essays during the course. The PRC office greatly encourages the following sequence of assignments, or reasonable equivalents thereof:

Translation Comparison: For this assignment, students would be required to compare two translations of a passage from a work on the syllabus (Anthony Yu’s and Arthur Waley’s  translations of Journey to the West, for example), and discuss the translators’ choices in rendering the passage as they did. This would, in effect, be a rhetorical analysis of the two translations.

OR

Explanatory Synthesis: For this assignment, students would be required to synthesize two critical essays about a text on the syllabus, again discussing the critics’ arguments and rhetorical choices. The sources could be provided by the instructor, or the students could locate them on their own. This assignment is a natural extension of the Composition I assignment sequence, and students who have not taken Composition I will benefit from an introduction to synthesis skills.

AND

Argumentative Synthesis: For this assignment, students would be required to synthesize two critical essays—provided by the instructor— about a text on the syllabus. In addition, students must then locate two or three additional sources through their own research, developing the synthesis into an original analysis and discussion of the text. This assignment is also a natural extension of the Composition I assignment sequence.

OR

Research Paper: For this assignment, students would follow the traditional procedure for writing a research paper. They would select a text from the syllabus, identify a topic within that text, and incorporate four to six secondary sources into an original argument concerning that topic.

Any of the above assignments can be adapted into presentation assignments with substantial (more than 60%) written components.

2. While many of us are more comfortable with the western canon, these are world literature courses, and reading assignments should reflect that. Therefore, instructors should include in their syllabi at least two texts from each of the following clusters for WLIT 1113, and at least two texts from each of the following clusters for WLIT 1123: 


WLIT 1113 Clusters Based on the Shorter 4th Edition

Cluster A
· Ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern Literature
· Ancient india
· Early Chinese Literature and Thought



Cluster B
· Circling the Mediterranean



Cluster C
· Medieval China
· Japan’s Classical Age
· Islam and pre-Islamic Culture in North Africa

Cluster D
· Europe and the New World








WLIT 1123 Clusters Based on the Shorter 4th Edition

Cluster A
· Literatures of Early Modern East Asia




Cluster B
· The Enlightenment in Europe and the Americas
· An Age of Revolutions

Cluster C
· At the Crossroads of Empire
· Realism across the Globe



Cluster D

· Modernity and Modernism, 1900-1945
· Postwar and Postcolonial Literature, 1945-1968
· Contemporary World Literature



These clusters are based on the contents of the Norton Anthology of World Literature, Shorter 4th edition. If you wish to assign works not in the anthology, use the above clusters to guide your selections. Above all, strike a balance between western and non-western works.

3. To assess student engagement with assigned readings and with class discussion and lecture, and to provide a bridge between daily class exercises and quizzes and the more substantial writing and analysis required for major paper assignments, instructors of WLIT 1113 and 1123 should administer at least two major exams throughout the semester (smaller, more frequent unit exams, of equivalent rigor, are also acceptable). Exams should generally follow the guidelines below: 

Midterm: This exam would require students to write brief analyses of passages drawn from texts from the first half of the syllabus. These analyses should direct students to draw on supplemental historical and/or cultural information, provided either in lecture or as additional readings, to enrich their discussion of the texts. 

Final: This exam would require students to write synthesis essays, each analyzing two works from the syllabus in light of a particular theme, image, or character type, and again drawing from historical and or cultural material, given through lecture or assigned as reading. The prompts for this exam should direct students to analyze the cultural differences between two texts’ treatment of the theme, image, or character type, in effect asking for a culture-specific rhetorical analysis. 

Passage identification, multiple choice, short answer questions, and any other exam components are left to instructor discretion.

4. Additional assignments should be included to assess student’s out-of-class reading. Such assignments may be quizzes, reading journals, Blackboard blogs with required posting quotas, tracked participation, etc. Many of these assignments can be conducted through Blackboard, which can even administer and grade quizzes, thus relieving some of the instructor’s workload.

6. To maintain a rigorous but reasonable reading load, reading assignments should be no fewer than forty and no more than sixty pages per week.

















WLIT 1123 World Literature: 1650 to the Present
[section number]
[meeting time and place]
Term: XXXX

Instructor: XXXXXXXXXX
Office: XXXXXXX
Office Hours: [ALL INSTRUCTORS MUST LIST THREE REGULAR HOURS PER WEEK]
Office Telephone: XXXXXX
E-mail: XXXXXXX

Goals: The goals of this course are to teach the fundamental elements of literary analysis, and to provide students with the proper analytical tools and background information for a fruitful encounter with great literary works from a wide range of cultural traditions. The course work will enable students to appreciate and to analyze critically texts from diverse genres, periods, and cultural traditions, and to further develop crucial writing and communication skills.

Transferable Skills: 
Students will gain from this course improved ability to:
· understand and analyze complex pieces of written information 
· engage with differing cultural and historical perspectives
· draft and revise academic essays for reflective analysis, sound argumentation, and clear organization
· research and document sources

Procedure: Discussions; workshops; lectures; formal and informal analytical writing; exercises and activities that promote in-depth literary analysis.  Quality of writing and performance on exams will largely determine the final grade.

Required texts:
· Puchner, M., et al, Eds.  The Norton Anthology of World Literature, Volume 2, shorter 4th ed.


Assignment Grade Distribution:
Major Assignments:  			Other Assignments:
Final Exam		15%		[Annotated Bibliographies]		        %
Essay Two		20%		[One-minute Reflection Papers]		        %
Midterm Exam		15%		[Research Proposals]			        %
Essay One		20%		[2Questions/2Comments Notecards] 	        %
				TOTAL	100%

Course Grade Scale:	A: 90-100; B: 80-89; C: 70-79; D: 60-69; F: 0-59

Disabilities: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal antidiscrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  Moreover, the University of Arkansas Academic Policy Series 1520.10 requires that students with disabilities are provided reasonable accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. If you have a documented disability and require accommodations, please contact me privately at the beginning of the semester to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please note, you must first verify your eligibility for these through the Center for Educational Access (contact 479–575–3104 or visit http://cea.uark.edu for more information on registration procedures).

Discrimination and Sexual Harassment: Anyone experiencing discrimination and/or sexual harassment while at the university may report it to a complaint officer appointed by the Chancellor.  The complaint officer will discuss any situation or event that the complainant considers discriminatory or constitutive of sexual harassment. Reports may be made by the person experiencing the harassment or by a third party, such as a witness to the harassment or someone who is told of the harassment.  For more information and to report allegations of discrimination and/or sexual harassment, contact the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance, 346 N. West Avenue (West Avenue Annex), 479-575-4019 (voice) or 479-575-3646 (tdd).

Academic Integrity: “As a core part of its mission, the University of Arkansas provides students with the opportunity to further their educational goals through programs of study and research in an environment that promotes freedom of inquiry and academic responsibility. Accomplishing this mission is possible only when intellectual honesty and individual integrity prevail.  Each University of Arkansas student is required to be familiar with, and abide by, the University’s ‘Academic Integrity Policy,’ which may be found at http://provost.uark.edu/academicintegrity/245.php
Students with questions about how these policies apply to a particular course or assignment should immediately contact their instructor.”
— Office of the Provost and Vice-
Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Attendance: [ALL INSTRUCTORS MUST STIPULATE AN ATTENDANCE POLICY SPECIFYING THE NUMBER OF ABSENCES THAT WILL BE ALLOWED AND HOW THOSE ABSENCES WILL AFFECT THE GRADE FOR THE COURSE.]
“Student absences resulting from illness, family crisis, University-sponsored activities involving scholarship or leadership/participation responsibilities, jury duty or subpoena for court appearance, military duty, and religious observances are excusable according to university rules. The instructor has the right to require that the student provide appropriate documentation for any absence for which the student wishes to be excused. Moreover, during the first week of the semester, students must give to the instructor a list of the religious observances that will affect their attendance.”
—Academic Regulations University of Arkansas Catalog of Studies

Inclement Weather: When the university is closed, all classes are also cancelled. If a weather delay affects university operations, then class will be cancelled if it is scheduled before the university resumes operations.

Assignment Submission: [ALL INSTRUCTORS MUST STIPULATE AN ASSIGNMENT-SUBMISSION POLICY THAT INCLUDES A POLICY AND PROTOCOL STATEMENT REGARDING THE LATE SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS. Note well: The PRC expects all instructors to screen for plagiarism by requiring that students submit all major writing assignments via SafeAssign.]

Essay Formatting:  All essays must be typed with black ink in Roman-based 11 or 12-point font.  Lines should be double-spaced on single-sided 8.5x11 inch sheets of white paper with one-inch margins.  The following must appear on the top left corner of the first page of each essay:  Student’s name, Instructor’s name, Course Identifier, Date.  Page numbers must appear at the top right corner of each page.

Emergency Procedures
Many types of emergencies can occur on campus, so it is crucial that we be prepared to respond appropriately in the event of severe weather, armed assailants, or fire alarms. In keeping with the detailed instructions found at emergency.uark.edu, if a weather emergency occurs during our class:
· Always follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel.
· If told to evacuate, do so immediately.
· If told to shelter-in-place, find a room, in the center of the building with no windows, on the lower level of the building.
· If you cannot get to the lowest floor, pick a hallway in the center of the building.
In the event of armed assailants or physical attacks (CADD):
· CALL—9-1-1
· AVOID—If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside of the building.
· DENY—Barricade doors with desks, chairs, bookcases or similar objects.  Move to a place inside the room where you are not visible.  Turn off the lights and remain quiet until police arrive.
· DEFEND- Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is immediately available to distract and/or defend yourself and others from attack.

Course Schedule:

WLIT 1123 Readings and Assignments
Example Schedule: Spring

Week 1—January 14-18
· Introduction to course; discussion of policies and procedures; overview of syllabus; classroom activity to immediately engage students in the work of the course
· Introductory or background lecture to first reading
· First reading assignment [ex: Wu Cheng’en’s The Journey to the West, from cluster A]
· Introduce Essay One

Week 2—January 21-25
Monday, the 21st is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, no class meetings.
· Further reading [ex: Wu Cheng’en’s Journey to the West, from cluster A]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to conclude first group of readings

Week 3—January 28-February 1
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts
· New reading [ex: Basho, from cluster A]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to conclude second group of readings

Week 4—February 4-8
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts
· New reading [ex: Aphra Behn, from cluster B]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to help them focus on Essay One

Week 5—February 11-15
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts
· New reading [Faust, from cluster B]]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to conclude third group of readings
· Revision workshop and/or conferences for Essay One
· Essay One due

Week 6—February 18-22
· Further reading [ex: Faust, from cluster B]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to conclude fourth group of readings

Week 7—February 25-March 1
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts
· New reading [ex: Baudelaire from The Flowers of Evil, from cluster B]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to conclude fourth group of readings
· Review for midterm exam
· Midterm Exam

Week 8—March 4-8
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts
· New reading [ex: Nguyen Du’s The Tale of Kieu, from cluster C]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion

Week 9—March 11-15
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts
· New reading [ex: the works of Ghalib, from cluster C]
· Writing/discussion activities to conclude fifth group of readings

March 18-22: Spring Break, no class meetings.



Week 10—March 25-29
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts
· New reading [ex: Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, from cluster D]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to conclude sixth group of readings
· Further Reading [ex: Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, from cluster D]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to help them focus on Essay Two

Week 11—April 1-5
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts
· New reading [ex: Lu Xun’s Diary of a Madman, from cluster D]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to conclude seventh group of readings
· Revision workshop and/or conferences for Essay Two
· Essay Two due

Week 12—April 8-12
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts
· New reading [ex: Pablo Neruda from cluster D]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion

Week 13—April 15-19
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts 
· New reading [ex: Salman Rushdie, “The Perforated Street,” from cluster D]

Week 14—April 22-26
· Background lecture for new text or group of texts 
· New reading [ex: Silko’s “Yellow Woman,” from cluster D]
· Writing/discussion activities to gain more depth than broad discussion
· In-class writing assignment to conclude final group of readings

Week 15—April 29-May 2
· Concluding lectures, discussions, and writing activities
· Review for final
· Conclude the course

Final Exam—on University-scheduled exam date




World Literature II
WLIT 1123
[Term]
[Instructor’s Name]
Essay Assignment 1:  Translation Comparison

One of the major challenges in studying world literature is that we cannot read most of these works in their original languages. This may seem minor at first, but translation is already an act of interpretation. So, by the time you’ve read The Journey to the West, for example, it’s already been somewhat interpreted by Anthony Yu. The way we approach a translated text has a lot to do with the choices the translator made before we ever read it.

Invention
First, carefully compare Anthony Yu’s translation of Chapter 1 (pg. 424-36 in the Norton Anthology volume D) to Arthur Waley’s (PDF handout) translations of the same chapter. [Instructors note: any two translations of the same text will work. Greenberg’s vs. Taylor’s translation of Goethe’s Faust, for example. The choice of texts is entirely your decision.] What are the major differences you notice? How does how your reading of the passages change depending on each translation?

Analysis
Analyze the translators’ choices in rendering the passages as they did. Consider the following questions as you do so:
· What is your initial reaction to each translation? Do you like one better than the other? If so, why? Does one seem more in keeping with the text as we’ve discussed it in class?
· What tone does each translator establish? Is one more solemn than the other? What specific words does each translator use to create that tone?
· Do the different translations change the way you understand the characters? How would you describe Monkey, Pigsy, or Sandy as Yu renders them? How about as Waley renders them?
· How do the different translations “sound”? Read them aloud and note the rhythm and sound of the two different versions. How does the meter affect your reading of the passage? Does one translation use a simpler style than the other?
· What other important or noteworthy differences do you notice?

Now that you’ve identified and analyzed several key differences, use your analysis to characterize the major difference between the two translations. Do you want to focus mostly on tone, and use the other differences to support that discussion? Or do you see the differences in character as the most important issue?

Organization and Planning
Now that you have your basic ideas, plan an essay that explains these ideas and why they are important for understanding Journey to the West. In the end, what do the differences in each individual translation help us understand about the original work? Do they help us understand it at all, or do these differences make the original even more mysterious? Does comparing these translations offer any benefit to most of us, who cannot read sixteenth century Chinese?

Drafting and Revising
Once you settle on workable answers to these questions, compose a rough draft of your text to share with a classmate as part of peer-review.  Be sure to ask your peer reviewers
· if you have explained how the translations differ from each other and how those differences affect your interpretation of the text;
· if you make clear claims and have enough support—including direct textual quotations—for each claim;
· where there are ideas or stretches of writing in the draft that cause confusion;
· which elements or sections in the draft are particularly effective;
· if they can provide one or two specific ideas for revision.

(Remember that the goal of peer-review is not to correct grammar and punctuation, but rather to work on improving the essay’s argument and organization.)

What Makes It Good?
Once you know the differences between the two translations, your job is to explain what you have learned.  You should be able to tell readers how these translations differ, and you should be able to help them understand why these differences are so important.  A really good analysis will not just explain what is different but why those differences exist and what they mean.

Documenting Sources
Use one documentation style (e.g., MLA; APA; Chicago) consistently to attribute information and expression of ideas to your sources.  Every time you quote or paraphrase from the sources provide the corresponding parenthetical citation.  The last page of your essay should be a “Works Cited” page, which, as the name indicates, lists the sources to which you made reference in your essay.

Minimum page length: 4-5 pages
Due date: __________
Grade value: 15%












World Literature II
WLIT 1123
[Term]
[Instructor’s Name]
Essay Assignment 1: Explanatory Synthesis

Literary analysis can be tricky, so as you practice the necessary skills on your own, it is also beneficial to see how professional literary critics do it. Your first major writing assignment is an explanatory synthesis of these articles, each offering an interpretation of [a literary text (ex. Things Fall Apart)]: 

[Source 1over primary text]
[Source 2 over primary text]


This writing task requires that you present the information from these sources accurately and briefly, a skill necessary to academic writing in any field.  The sources will clearly address the same topic and the same text, but they will present divergent opinions on it.  Your task is to inform the readers of your essay about these positions without favoring a particular one.  In fact, the idea is to remain neutral in order to truly understand and not misrepresent to the readers of your essay the message of the sources under consideration.  This is an important step in the research process; neglecting it will lead to misinformation and will undermine your credibility and integrity as a researcher.

Pre-Writing
Think about your writing task.  Identify subtopics that the sources have in common.  List as many as you can.  Choose a few subtopics that seem best suited for the purpose of this task.

Introduction
Use a strategy to capture your reader's attention and direct it toward the topic.  The purpose of your introduction is, naturally, to introduce your primary text, your topic, and, in this case, the authors and their articles (your “sources”).  Briefly summarize their divergent positions in relation to the topic, and then establish which subtopics you plan to discuss (this is your “essay map”).  The final sentence of this section may be your thesis statement, which states the reason for alerting your readers to the discussion that follows (your writing purpose).

The Body
For each subtopic, paraphrase the authors' views, giving each source equal time, space, and consideration.  Explain what reasoning and evidence each uses to support their view. Include the specific quotations from the primary text each source uses as support.  Remember that this is an explanatory synthesis, so your reporting should be as impartial as possible.  Be sure to provide a clear topic sentence for each subtopic, and use transition markers to help you shift between the authors' viewpoints and between subtopics (this will enhance your essay’s coherence).

The Conclusion
Write a conclusion that explains the significance of the topic. Use this opportunity to leave your reader with a lasting impression of your treatment of the topic and the skill with which you satisfied the task you set out for yourself in the introduction.  Avoid simply repeating your thesis and essay map, as this approach hardly communicates sophistication.

Revision
Carefully revise the draft of your essay by reconsidering the ideas in it and the way you organized them.  Then consider whether you maintained the right tone (impartial and informative) and whether the essay needs further logical and phrasal transitions to improve its coherence.  Finally, proofread your essay for errors in word usage, syntax (word-form and word-group order), and punctuation.

Citation Style
Use one documentation style (e.g., MLA; APA; Chicago) consistently to attribute information and expression of ideas to your sources.  Every time you quote or paraphrase from the sources provide the corresponding parenthetical citation.  The last page of your essay should be a “Works Cited” page, which, as the name indicates, lists the sources to which you made reference in your essay.

Minimum page length: [3.5 pages] / [1000 words]
Due date: [  ]
Grade value: 15%




















World Literature II
WLIT 1123
[Term]
[Instructor’s Name]
Essay Assignment 2: Argumentative Synthesis

Now that you’ve gotten lots of practice reading and interpreting literary texts, and have seen how the pros do it, it’s time for you to join the conversation. Your second major writing assignment is an argumentative synthesis of these articles concerning [a work on our syllabus]: 

[Source 1]
[Source 2]

You will need to begin researching the topic the sources address in order to add at least [two] more relevant sources to these. [Indicate whether students need to submit a research proposal before beginning their research.] [Indicate whether they will need to submit an annotated bibliography prior to drafting.]

In an argumentative synthesis you present information as fairly as possible (as you did in the explanatory synthesis), but your evaluation of the sources (your critique) will help you take a position on the issue that they address. You will be arguing for a position on the basis of a reasonable consideration of the information and arguments presented by your sources. Be mindful that your own argument will require that you make an explicit claim, present adequate support for it from your research and from your primary text, and articulate your assumptions so that the relationship between your claim and its support is apparent.

This essay requires that you contribute original ideas to inform the debate or enhance the understanding of your research topic. You do this by gathering information, considering its validity, endorsing it or rejecting it accordingly, and challenging those sources with your own questions on the matter. This rhetorical stance should lead you to take an active role in establishing the direction of the “conversation” and communicating the importance of the research to your readers. You will be evaluating sources on the basis of the information and arguments they presented, but you will also be trying to ask and to answer questions your sources are not considering but should.

Once you have begun your research and have a sense of the issue/topic, begin by asking yourself the following questions: Is there a perspective/solution that is not being considered? What’s so particular about the nature of the issue or the way the scholars talk about it? How did this problem/issue come about? What else do we need to know in order to endorse a position? Why should this issue/topic matter to the readers of my essay? How do these varying positions shed light on the primary text?

Be mindful that your own argument will require that you make an explicit claim (thesis) and present adequate support for it from all your sources, including your primary text. You will also need to engage in analysis—an explanation of the text and your sources work (or acquire meaning) on the basis of their particular features.

Pre-Writing
[Provide instructions]

Introduction
[Provide instructions]

The Body
[Provide instructions]

The Conclusion
[Provide instructions]

Revision
[Provide instructions]

Citation Style
Use one documentation style (e.g., MLA; APA; Chicago) consistently to attribute information and expression of ideas to your sources.  Every time you quote or paraphrase from the sources provide the corresponding parenthetical citation.  The last page of your essay should be a “Works Cited” page, which, as the name indicates, lists the sources to which you made reference in your essay.


Minimum page length: [5 pages] / [1500 words]
Due date: [  ]
Grade value: [  ]















World Literature II
WLIT 1123
Essay Assignment 2: Research Paper 

Now that you’ve gotten lots of practice reading and interpreting literary texts, and have seen how the pros do it, it’s time for you to join the conversation. Your second major writing assignment requires you to conduct substantial research in order to discuss a topic of your choosing.  Choose your text from our syllabus, formulate an interpretation of a particular aspect of that text, and then locate and read at least [four] outside sources concerning some issue germane to your topic.  For example, you might find four sources discussing Daoism in Journey to the West, or the character of Mephistopheles in Faust.  Evaluate each source’s reading in light of your own.  What are the common topics?  Does your research enhance or contradict your interpretation?  Finally, write a well developed, coherent essay that synthesizes your four sources’ arguments, and advances your own position on the topic.


While you will be focusing on your own argument in this paper, you must still present information from your sources as fairly as possible (as you did in the explanatory synthesis). You will be arguing for a position on the basis of a reasonable consideration of the information and arguments presented by your sources. Be mindful that your own argument will require that you make an explicit claim, present adequate support for it from your research and from your primary text, and articulate your assumptions so that the relationship between your claim and its support is apparent.

This essay requires that you focus on contributing original ideas to inform the debate or enhance the understanding of your research topic. The essay should spend most of its time advancing your argument. You accomplish this by gathering information, considering its validity, endorsing it or rejecting it accordingly, and challenging those sources with your own questions on the matter. This rhetorical stance should lead you to take an active role in establishing the direction of the “conversation” and communicating the importance of the research to your readers. You will be evaluating sources on the basis of the information and arguments they presented, but you will also be trying to ask and to answer questions your sources are not considering but should.

Once you have begun your research and have a sense of the issue/topic, begin by asking yourself the following questions: How does my reading of the primary text relate to the readings of my sources? Is there a perspective/solution that is not being considered? What’s so particular about the nature of the issue or the way the scholars talk about it? How did this problem/issue come about? What else do we need to know in order to endorse a position? Why should this issue/topic matter to the readers of my essay? How does my argument shed new light on the primary text?

Be mindful that your own argument will require that you make an explicit claim (thesis) and present adequate support for it from your primary text. Acknowledge what groundwork your sources have laid, and then use your own argument to advance that work. Ultimately, you will use your research to engage in literary analysis—an explanation of how your primary text works (or acquires meaning) on the basis of its particular features.

Pre-Writing
[Provide instructions]

Introduction
[Provide instructions]

The Body
[Provide instructions]

The Conclusion
[Provide instructions]

Revision
[Provide instructions]

Citation Style
Use one documentation style (e.g., MLA; APA; Chicago) consistently to attribute information and expression of ideas to your sources.  Every time you quote or paraphrase from the sources provide the corresponding parenthetical citation.  The last page of your essay should be a “Works Cited” page, which, as the name indicates, lists the sources to which you made reference in your essay.


Minimum page length: [5 pages] / [1500 words]
Due date: [  ]
Grade value: [  ]
