ENGL 2003: Advanced Composition – [section number]
Term: Fall 2020

Instructor: XXXXXXXXXX
Office: XXXXXXXXXX
Office Hours: XXXXXXXXXX
Telephone: XXXXXXXXXX
E-mail: XXXXXXXXXX

Prerequisites: English 1013 & English 1023

Purpose:  
The goal of English 2003 is to introduce students to the practices of advanced writers, particularly to the nuances of studying and applying style as a rhetorical strategy within their various disciplines and fields of study. 

Specific Course Goals:
By the end of this course, you will know how to: 
· analyze stylistic choices in a given rhetorical situation; 
· recognize stylistic conventions of specific discourse communities; 
· work within the stylistic convention of your major or field; and
· stylistically craft effective sentences, paragraphs, and essays.

Procedure: 
Discussion boards/interactive threads; workshop; recorded lecture; and the writing of papers, essay examinations, and exercises. The quality of writing will largely determine the final grade.

Required Texts:
· Comer, Denise K. Writing in Transit. Southlake, TX: Fountainhead, 2016. Print.
· Bacon, Nora. The Well-Crafted Sentence (A Writer’s Guide to Style), 2nd ed. Boston: Bedford, 2013. Print.
· Two writing samples from your discipline, one of which must be a substantial research paper.

Assignment Grade Distribution:
	Major Writing Assignments:  
	Other Assignments:

	Personal Stylistic Analysis 15%
	Weekly Assessments 20%

	Discipline Stylistic Analysis 20%
	Quizzes 10%

	Discipline Manual 20%
	

	Applying the Manual 15%
	TOTAL: 100% 



Course Grade Scale: 	A: 90-100; B: 80-89; C: 70-79; D: 60-69; F: 0-59

Disabilities: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. Moreover, the University of Arkansas Academic Policy Series 1520.10 requires that students with disabilities are provided reasonable accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. If you have a documented disability and require accommodations, please contact me privately at the beginning of the semester to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please note, you must first verify your eligibility for these through the Center for Educational Access (contact 479–575–3104 or visit http://cea.uark.edu for more information on registration procedures).

Discrimination and Sexual Harassment: 
Anyone experiencing discrimination and/or sexual harassment while at the university may report it to a complaint officer appointed by the Chancellor. The complaint officer will discuss any situation or event that the complainant considers discriminatory or constitutive of sexual harassment. Reports may be made by the person experiencing the harassment or by a third party, such as a witness to the harassment or someone who is told of the harassment. For more information and to report allegations of discrimination and/or sexual harassment, contact the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance, 346 N. West Avenue (West Avenue Annex), 479-575-4019 (voice) or 479-575-3646 (tdd).

Attendance
“Student absences resulting from illness, family crisis, University-sponsored activities involving scholarship or leadership/participation responsibilities, jury duty or subpoena for court appearance, military duty, and religious observances are excusable according to university rules. The instructor has the right to require that the student provide appropriate documentation for any absence for which the student wishes to be excused. Moreover, during the first week of the semester, students must give to the instructor a list of the religious observances that will affect their attendance.”
—Academic Regulations University of Arkansas Catalog of Studies
 
[ALL INSTUCTORS MUST STIPULATE AN ATTENDANCE POLICY SPECIFYING THE NUMBER OF ABSENCES THAT WILL BE ALLOWED AND HOW THOSE ABSENCES WILL AFFECT THE GRADE FOR THE COURSE. SEE BELOW FOR SAMPLE ONLINE ATTENDANCE POLICY.]

Participation is a critical element of this course. Since I cannot take "attendance," our discussion board will serve in place of attendance. For this reason, no more than three (3) "absences" are allowed in this course before you will lose a letter grade, with a consequent letter grade lost for every 3 absences following. Our definition of absence here, of course, means your lack of participation in our weekly discussion posts. There will be one discussion post a week, and you will all be in charge of coming up with discussion questions. Full participation means one response of at least 150 words by THURSDAY of each week, and a response to at least 2 of your peers by the typical Sunday deadline. Depending on the circumstances of your absence, 2 of these 3 "absences" may be “made up” by scheduling a 1:1 appointment with your instructor. 

Academic Integrity: 
“As a core part of its mission, the University of Arkansas provides students with the opportunity to further their educational goals through programs of study and research in an environment that promotes freedom of inquiry and academic responsibility. Accomplishing this mission is possible only when intellectual honesty and individual integrity prevail. Each University of Arkansas student is required to be familiar with, and abide by, the University’s ‘Academic Integrity Policy,’ which may be found at <<http://honesty.uark.edu/index.php>> Students with questions about how these policies apply to a particular course or assignment should immediately contact their instructor.”
— Office of the Provost and Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs

NOTE: The University defines plagiarism as “offering as one’s own work, the words, ideas, or arguments of another person or using the work of another without appropriate attribution by quotation, reference, or footnote.” In addition, submitting work you have turned in to fulfill requirements for another course may still constitute plagiarism. Please obtain your instructor’s permission before turning in previously submitted work. Refer to the sanction rubric <<http://honesty.uark.edu/sanction-rubric/>> for a list of specific violations covered by the University’s Academic Integrity Policy.

Assignment Submission: 
[ALL INSTRUCTORS MUST STIPULATE AN ASSIGNMENT-SUBMISSION POLICY THAT INCLUDES A POLICY AND PROTOCOL STATEMENT REGARDING THE LATE SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS. Note well: The RCO expects all instructors to screen for plagiarism by requiring that students submit all major writing assignments via SafeAssign.]

Drafting & Peer Review Policy
[Consult Course Guide for sample peer review policies or insert your own!]

Essay Formatting:  
All essays must be typed with black ink in Roman-based 11 or 12-point font, double-spaced. Documentation style (MLA, APA, etc.) and formatting will vary depending on the assignment. Pay attention to assignment prompts for documentation and formatting instructions.

Feedback Policy:
I will typically try to grade all major assignments within 1 week, and feedback will be accessed through the assignment. I will also email you when I post feedback and grades. Please note that longer assignments and group assignments might take up to two weeks. 

Communications Policy:
Because we do not have built-in time in which we can see each other in person, I am committed to responding to you as quickly as possible. If you email me during the week, please expect a response within 24 hours. If you don't hear from me by then, feel free to "nudge" me to remind me to respond. Though I do check my email on the weekends, I will not respond after 8 pm, and please expect about 48 hours before you will hear back. With that and your Sunday deadline in mind, it might be important to consider questions you have about assignments before the weekend begins. 

Learning Environment:
Participation is a critical element of this course because your growth as a learner and a writer requires you being open and willing to embrace the work of Composition I. The writing process can be messy and often unpleasant, but students are encouraged to approach all writing assignments, course discussions, major assignments and peer feedback with respect and compassion. Part of this vulnerability includes being fully present. Even though we will not physically meet as a class, our classroom space should be a space of learning, vulnerability, and growth. Students are to create not only a safe, but a brave space to connect and grow as learners, writers, and students.  
As a faculty member, I am committed to using your preferred name and pronouns. We will take time in our first discussion board to do introductions, at which point you can share with all members of our learning community what name and pronouns you use, as you are comfortable. Additionally, if these change at any point during the semester, please let me know and we can develop a plan to share this information with others in a way that is safe for you. 
 Course Schedule:  

WIT = Writing in Transit
WCS = The Well-Crafted Sentence

UNIT 1: Introduction to Stylistic Analysis

Week 1— MONTH DD-DD

Learning Objectives: 
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
·  use different writing styles to compose a response to different rhetorical situations
· explain how they use research to help craft a response to a rhetorical situation.
· define different rhetorical situations in their daily lives.

Homework/Week’s Activities: 
· Welcome to the course/Policies and Procedures. Review the concept of a discourse community via online videos. 
· Discuss writing transfer and review the concept of rhetorical situations through online lectures.
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 1, “Writing Transfer,” and chapter 2, “Research and Writing as a Process,” pp. 1-11 and pp. 37-68.
· Review the writing process in terms of style and rhetorical choices. 
· Lecture on style and its rhetorical dimensions. Introduce Assignment 1: Personal Stylistic Analysis.
· Homework: Read WCS “Introduction” and chapter 1, “Approaches to Style,” pp. 5-14, and Gates, “Sin Boldly” in WCS pp. 194-202.

Suggested Assessments: 

1. Give students a problem with, ex: textbooks. How do you write about that problem to your professor? Bookstore manager? RCO office? Your friends? Something that gets them to understand transfer in a personal situation
2. Analyze characteristics of audience and rhetorical situations to a particular group or text.


Week 2 — MONTH DD-DD

Learning Objectives: 
By the end of the week, students will be able to:
· identify different approaches to style and the application of each style 
· conduct a stylistic analysis based on their knowledge of different approaches to style
· analyze their own writing style based on as it relates to sentence structure and knowledge of grammar (WCS Chapter 2)
· identify a previous example of their own writing that exemplifies their writing style

Homework/Week’s Activities: 
· Watch a recorded analysis of Gates in terms of style and rhetorical choices, with reference to WCS chapter 1. Writing exercise to practice making stylistic choices with rhetorical goals.
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 7, “Analysis,” pp. 157-193 and WCS chapter 2, “The Sentence’s Working Parts,” pp. 17-35.
· Review principles of analysis with regards to style. Have students analyze their own writing with reference to WCS chapter 2.
· Homework: Read Obama, “A More Perfect Union” in WCS pp. 231-242.

Suggested Assessments: 
1. Students will complete a content analysis of A More Perfect Union to practice making stylistic choices with rhetorical goals (homework assignment going into Week 3- for testing out ideas that they’ve learned. Or it can be considered assessment, for the instructor to see if they’ve learned something well) . 
2. Students will analyze a piece of their own writing (preferably the one they chose as their objective for Major assignment 1) from the grammatical level, and share the style that they feel it best represents. 


Week 3 — MONTH DD-DD
 
Objectives: 
By the end of the week, students will be able to:
· identify different ways to pack information into a sentence using different sentence structures as well as various grammatical tools, such as adjective clauses. 
· explain how these different sentence structures create a lasting image for readers
· use these different structures to communicate complex messages in a clear and concise manner in their own rhetorical situations.

Homework/Week’s Activities 
· Watch a recorded analysis of Obama’s style in “A More Perfect Union,” with particular attention paid to sentence components.
· Homework: Read WCS chapter 3, “Well-Focused Sentences,” pp. 36-56 and Gawande, “A Better Life,” in WCS pp. 203-217.
· Watch a video lecture on sentence focus and analysis of Gawande with reference to WCS chapter 3.
· Homework: Complete draft of Assignment 1 for peer review.
· Asynchronous revision workshop. Have students bring draft of Assignment 1.
· Homework: Revise draft of Assignment 1 based on peer feedback, and have a version ready for Collaborate/face to face conferences.

Suggested Assessments: 
· Draft of Assignment 1
· Peer Review of Assignment 1 - Students will complete a peer review based on an instructor-selected template.

 
Week 4 — MONTH DD-DD
· INDIVIUDAL CONFERENCES—No class meetings. Come to conference at your chosen time with a complete, revised draft of Assignment 1.



UNIT TWO: Style and Disciplinarity

Week 5 — MONTH DD-DD

Learning Objectives: 
By the end of the week, students will be able to:
· apply concepts of productive reading to outside texts such as Sedaris’s “Genetic Engineering”
· identify strategies for meaningful and productive questioning.
· consider the expectations for their next assignment

Homework/Week’s Activities: 
· DUE—Assignment 1: Personal Stylistic Analysis.
· Review concepts of writing transfer through a series of online videos. 
· Reflect on Assignment 1 through discussion board, responding to what you learned about your own writing in Assignment One.
· Introduce Assignment 2 through online videos
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 4, “Reading,” pp. 63-90 and Smiley, “Say It Ain’t So” in WCS pp. 265-276.
· Lecture on research questions and in-class analysis of Sedaris in terms of Assignment 2 through the use of online videos
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 3, “Posing Meaningful Questions,” pp. 43-62, and WCS chapter 4, “Well-Balanced Sentences,” pp. 57-76. 
· Students will be asked to post a potential source for Assignment 2 on the course discussion board  to the next class meeting (See course guide for options- discussion board, blog, journal, etc.).

Suggested Assessments: 
1. Using your understanding of transfer, write a reflection on the research (thinking) and writing process you used to complete Assignment 1. 
2. Analyze an element of Smiley’s writing in terms of Assignment 2. (This assessment seems to act like a way for students to test out their hypotheses on what was covered in class. It will be reviewed and revised in Week 6’s class activities.)


Week 6 — MONTH DD-DD

Learning Objectives:
By the end of the week, students will be able to:
· develop questions to help them brainstorm claims for a stylistic analysis.
· choose and integrate evidence, particularly in terms of Assignment 2.
· reflect productively on feedback they receive from Assignment 1.
· establish best practices for crafting well-developed sentences.

Homework/Week’s Activities: 
· Online practice developing questions for stylistic analysis, beginning with a shared exercise on Smiley. Students will complete a worksheet that they share with each other? 
· Use the discussion board to share potential sources for Assignment 2 and provide each other feedback on these potential sources. 
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 11, “Choosing and Integrating Evidence,” pp. 267-302. Further work on draft of Assignment 2.
· Return graded Assignment 1 and discuss general strengths and weaknesses students should consider while working on Assignment 2.
· Video lecture on integrating quotations to support stylistic analysis. Might also consider an “in class” virtual assignment that students will need to respond to during the lecture?  
· Homework: Read WCS chapter 5, “Well-Developed Sentences,” pp. 77-92, and O’Brien, “On the Rainy River” in WCS pp. 243-258.
· Prepare and send your Assignment 2 drafts for peer feedback. 

Suggested Assessments: (This week seems to be a lot of working on/thinking about Assignment 2.)
1. Quotation Sandwich Part 1: Based on what was discussed on developing questions for stylistic analysis, come up with several questions that seek to explain why or how a style is used within your discipline.
2. Quotation Sandwich Part 2: Write 2-3 paragraphs that each develop a claim that you have regarding your discipline’s style. Support your claim by selecting appropriate evidence and integrating it into your paragraph. Analyze the evidence so that it supports your claim.
3. Well-Developed Sentences Quiz 


Week 7 — MONTH DD-DD

Learning Objectives:
By the end of the week, students will be able to: 
· conduct an analysis of sentence development, particularly as applied to O’Brien. 
· reflect on concepts learned in Unit 2 in terms of their own writing and assignment

Homework/Week’s Activities: 
· Guided video lecture that provides analysis of sentence development in O’Brien. 
· Students will have an opportunity to revise their drafts in terms of sentence balance and development.
· Homework: Complete draft of Assignment 2 for peer review.
· Revision workshop. Have students submit a draft of Assignment 1 for peer review.
· Homework: Revise Assignment 2 draft based on peer feedback.
· DUE—Assignment 2: Discipline Stylistic Analysis

Suggested Assessments: 
1. Conduct online peer review of Assignment 2 with your assigned partner.
2. Finalize, revise, and submit Assignment 2



UNIT THREE: Metaheuristics

Week 8— MONTH DD-DD

Objectives:  
By the end of the week, students will be able to:
· identify what a style manual in their discipline looks like and covers. 
· deduce the general principles that inform the construction of a style manual for their discipline.
· explain why it is important to frame an argument (a claim).  

Homework/Week’s Activities: 
· Review concept of writing transfer with regard to specific disciplines. Introduce Assignment 3: Stylistic Manual.
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 8, “Framing Arguments,” pp. 195-218, and Fountain, “Soldiers on the Fault Line: War, Rhetoric, and Reality” in WCS pp. 179-193. 
· Watch video lecture on framing arguments, with in-class analysis of Fountain to illustrate the concept.
· Homework: WCS chapter 6, “Adding Color with Adjectivals,” pp. 94-107. Locate sources for Assignment 3.

Suggested Assessments: 
1. Observe and Hypothesize: Look for a style manual for your discipline. What are some topics they cover? How is the information laid out? Why do you think it’s laid out that way? How does the target audience of this style manual inform the way the manual is laid out and what information is selected? Summarize your observations and justify your explanations. 
2. Revise Hypothesis: Now that we’ve covered why and how we frame arguments, revisit your hypothesis from this week’s first assessment. Does your hypothesis about the way your discipline’s style manual is constructed correspond to what you learned about framing arguments? 
 
Week 9 — MONTH DD-DD

Objectives:
By the end of the week, students will be able to:
· identify their strengths and weaknesses after reviewing their feedback on Assignment 2.
· select what they want to keep doing and what they want to improve on for Assignment 3. 
· explain how adjectives are used to convey nuance in arguments.
· construct adjectival structures for use in their own writing. 

Homework/Week’s Activities:
· Return graded Assignment 2 and discuss general strengths and weaknesses you should consider while working on Assignment 3.
· Video lecture/practice with using adjectivals to add nuance to writing. Have students work with their own writing, either their graded and returned assignments or in-class writing.
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 9, “Constructing Arguments,” pp. 221-246. Prepare sources for Assignment 3 to the next class activity.
· Video lecture over framing and constructing arguments. Use discussion board to apply these concepts in terms of drafting Assignment 3.
· Homework: Continue drafting Assignment 3. Have at least a partial draft ready for the first class activity.

Suggested Assessments:
1. Reflection: Write a reflection that summarizes what you did well and what you need to improve on in Assignment #2. Identify what you will continue to do in Assignment #3, and what you will work on. Explain how your strategy for including these improvements in Assignment #3. 
2. Adjectivals Quiz


Week 10 — MONTH DD-DD

Objectives: 
By the end of the week, students will be able to:
· elaborate on how well-framed arguments can lead to well-designed arguments. 
· explain how verbal phrases can make even serious writing seem lively.
· construct verbal phrases for use in their own writing. 

Homework/Week’s Activities: 
· Video review of key concepts and writing exercises to help students refocus on the course. Group work and peer review with drafts of Assignment 3. 
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 10, “Designing Arguments,” pp. 249-264.
· Video lecture on designing arguments. Work on integrating concepts into the manual for Assignment 3 through discussion board.
· Homework: Read WCS chapter 7, “Adding Action with Verbal Phrases,” pp. 108-122, and Sedaris, “Genetic Engineering” in WCS pp. 259-264. Continue drafting Assignment 3. Upload a draft of Assignment 3 to your Peer Review folder for peer review.
· Watch recorded analysis of Sedaris in terms of style, with particular attention to verbal phrases. Give students time to practice verbal phrases by integrating them into their current drafts.
· Homework: Complete and revise draft of Assignment 3, and have a version ready to discuss in Collaborate/face-to-face conferences.

Suggested Assessments:
1. Peer Review: Conduct an online peer review for the first draft of Assignment #3.
2. Revision Plan: After you receive feedback from your peer review, explain your revision plan. Using what you’ve learned about designing arguments, include a plan on how you will better communicate your arguments.
3. Verbal Phrases Quiz 


Week 11— MONTH DD-DD
· INDIVIUDAL CONFERENCES—No class meetings. Come to conference at your chosen time with a complete, revised draft of Assignment 3.
· DUE—Assignment 3: Discipline Manual





UNIT FOUR: Applying Heuristics

Week 12— MONTH DD-DD

Objectives
By the end of the week, students will be able to:
· explain the objectives of Assignment 4, building off of Assignment 3
· differentiate between the different occasions and contexts for summary
· determine the various purposes of synthesis, as well as the criteria for effective synthesis
· use appositives and absolutes in their formal and informal writing

Homework/Week’s Activities:
· Introduce Assignment 4: Applying the Manual. Review research and writing process through online videos. 
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 5, “Summary,” pp. 93-124, and chapter 6, “Synthesis,” pp. 125-156.
· Review concepts of synthesis and summary, with reference to Assignment 4 via online lectures or internet videos. 
· Homework: Read WCS chapter 8, “Layering Meaning with Appositives and Absolutes,” pp. 124-137, and Macdonald, “H is for Hawk” in WCS pp. 218-230.
· Discussion board analysis of Macdonald, with particular attention to appositives and absolutes.
· Homework: Continue drafting Assignment 4.

Suggested Assessments: 
· Summarize Assignment 3 as a discussion board post
· Synthesize the sources and ideas they have thus far for Assignment 4. 
· Provide examples of absolutes and appositives in their discussion board postings. 

Week 13— MONTH DD-DD

Objectives: 
By the end of the week, students will be able to:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]identify points of improvement on their writing after reviewing Assignment 3 feedback. 
· explain how signal phrases and in-text citations are used in their discipline’s citation strategies.
· use their discipline’s citation style to properly format their documents and citations (bibliographic and in-text) using the References tool in Microsoft Word.  
· use it- and what-cleft constructions to emphasize their ideas.
· explain why varying their sentences in length and complexity appeals to their readers. 

Homework/Week’s Activities:  
· Return graded Assignment 3 and discuss general strengths and weaknesses you should consider while working on Assignment 4. Work on drafts.
· Homework: Read WIT chapter 12, “Citing Resources,” pp. 303-340, and WCS chapter 9, “Special Effects: Expectations and Exceptions,” pp. 138-156.
· Review of citation and further work on drafts.
· Homework: Complete and revise draft of Assignment 4, and have a revised version ready to discuss in conferences.

Suggested Assessments:
1. Special Effects & Sentence Variety: WCS, Ex 9A, 9B, and 9H. Label the exercises clearly, and submit in 1 document.
2. Citation Tools in Word: Complete and revise a draft of Assignment 4 in preparation for your conferences. In addition, explore the References Tool in Microsoft Word. Using the appropriate citation style, add your sources to the Reference library in the Word document, and use the tool to correctly cite your sources within your text and to format a works cited list or bibliography. Be sure to also include signal phrases as needed. 

Week 14 — Fall Break & Thanksgiving: No Classes

Week 15 — MONTH DD-DD
· INDIVIUDAL CONFERENCES—No class meetings. Attend a conference at your chosen time with a complete, revised draft of Assignment 4. 
· Homework: Revise draft of Assignment 4 based on instructor feedback, and have a version ready for the next asynchronous peer review.

Week 16 — MONTH DD-DD

Homework/Week’s Activities 
· Final revision workshop.
· Last Day of Class
· DUE—Assignment 4: Applying the Discipline Manual


ADVANCED COMPOSITION
English 2003
[Term]
[Instructor’s Name]
Essay 1: Personal Stylistic Analysis

This assignment requires you to analyze a substantial research essay from a previous Composition course, or a course in your major. Focusing your analysis on style and rhetorical choices, you will compose an essay characterizing your style at this point in your development as a writer.

Planning
First, carefully read over your essay. Re-familiarize yourself with the content, and then make some initial observations about the essay’s style. Adapt the previous assignment’s questions to your own essay, and try to be objective. Be just as analytical and critical as if you were reading someone else’s work.

Analysis and drafting
Consider the rhetorical choices you made in your own essay, specifically those concerning style. Review Writing in Transit chapter 7, especially pp. 284-309, for detailed discussion of effective analysis. The following questions may also help you analyze your work:
· Do you tend to favor simple or complex sentences? How effective were your choices?
· Did you make what Bacon would call “Smart Rhetorical Choices”?
· Does your essay meet Bacon’s criteria for “well-focused sentences”?
· Does your essay give your reader a sense of you as a writer and scholar?

Once again, contextualize your analysis by considering the following:
· What was the rhetorical situation in which you wrote the essay?
· How subtly or obviously did you state your claims? How accurately? How did you state the significance of your claims? 
· How did you use secondary sources? 
· What were some of the comments your peers and instructor made with regard to your stylistic choices? 

Now draft a new essay explaining how your stylistic and rhetorical choices might develop since your original essay. Think in terms of your feedback from peers and instructors as well as developing your own writing style. What changes do you want to make in becoming a more academic or professional writer? How might you take steps toward making those changes?

Revision 
Once you’ve drafted your essay, be sure to revise carefully not only for content, but also according to what we’ve practiced so far in terms of style. Review The Well-Crafted Sentence chapter 3 on well-focused sentences.

Minimum page length: 4-5 pages
Due date: [ ]
Grade value: [ ]


ADVANCED COMPOSITION
English 2003
[Term]
[Instructor’s Name]
Essay 2: Discipline Stylistic Analysis

This assignment requires you to locate an essay in your field and analyze the rhetorical and stylistic choices its writer makes. Based on this analysis, you will compose an argument about the core values expressed by the essay’s style.

Research and analysis
Find an essay about a topic of interest to you in your field or discipline. After reading and annotating the essay carefully to digest the content, make some initial observations about the essay’s style. Review Writing in Transit chapter 4 for the principles of effective reading.

As you analyze the essay, consider specifically how style plays a role in the essay, and how our discussion of style holds up to a scrutiny of that essay:
· How frequently does the writer use specialized language and terminology? Does the writer favor simple or complex sentences?
· Does the writer make what Bacon would call “Smart Rhetorical Choices”?
· Does the essay meet Bacon’s criteria for “well-focused sentences”?
· Does the essay give you a sense of the writer as a member of the discipline?

Now contextualize your stylistic analysis by considering the following:
· What is its rhetorical situation?
· How subtly or obviously are claims stated? How accurately are they stated? How does the writer or writers state the significance of their claims? 
· How does the essay use secondary sources? 

Organization and drafting
Consider what you found by asking yourself the following:
· What are the fundamental characteristics of style and rhetoric in the essay? 
· What do these characteristics tell us about the writer’s/essay’s values?
· What does this writer’s style suggest about the core values of your major or discipline?

Now draft an essay explaining how your source’s stylistic and rhetorical choices might inform your own stylistic development. Would you want to emulate your source’s stylistic choices in your future coursework? If so, how would you take steps toward doing so? Be sure to revise your essay carefully, according to the principles discussed in chapters 3-5 of The Well-Crafted Sentence.

Documentation
Use your discipline’s conventional documentation style (e.g., MLA; APA; Chicago) consistently to attribute information and expression of ideas to your source. 

Minimum page length: 4-5 pages
Due date: [ ]
Grade value: [ ]


ADVANCED COMPOSITION
English 2003
[Term]
[Instructor’s Name]
Essay 3: Discipline Manual

This assignment requires you to develop a writing manual for new students in your field or discipline. Work very diligently on this manual—the success of your final essay assignment depends on how well you perform this task.

Research and analysis
First, locate three substantial pieces of professional writing in your field or discipline. Focus as best you can on the most important kinds of writing in the discipline; you may want to ask a professor for guidance. Look for the most representative sources you can find. Once you’ve located your sources, use the questions below to analyze them.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  These questions are partially adapted from Richard M. Coe’s Process, Form, and Substance: A Rhetoric for the Advanced Writer, 2nd ed. New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1990. Print. pp. 437-457.] 

Structure and Style
· Is there a standard format or typical structure for the whole writing or any part of it? 
· What sorts of transitions predominate? How long are the paragraphs and how are they typically structured? Do most paragraphs have topic sentences (and if so, where)? 
· How long are most of the writings in your sample? How long and difficult are the words and sentences? What is the readability level? Do any particular sentence patterns stand out (refer to WCS, chapters 3-5)? 
· To what extend are there overt figures of speech? Is there a standard jargon? How formal is the usage and diction? Is there a common persona that the writers adopt? 
· What features unique to this discourse were not elicited by the preceding questions?
Rhetorical Context
· What basic purpose does the writing serve? Are distinct purposes emphasized in different parts? What specific functions does this type of writing serve in its discourse community?
· Who is the audience? What assumptions do the writers seem to be making about the knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and vested interests of the readers? 
· Where is this type of writing usually published? Is it likely to be read casually or seriously, for entertainment or for use? How would you name and describe the discourse community that reads this type of writing?

Drafting and revising
Support your answers to the above questions with specific examples from your sources. Then, arrange those answers into a manual addressed to students who are just beginning work in the field. Think about what you wished you had known when you entered your major, and provide that information for future students. Revise to ensure your own manual is suited to an appropriate audience, and that its style reflects that audience. 

Documentation
Use your discipline’s conventional documentation style (e.g., MLA; APA; Chicago) consistently to attribute information and expression of ideas to your sources.

Minimum page length: 4-6 pages
Due date: [ ]
Grade value: [ ]













































ADVANCED COMPOSITION
ENGL 2003
[Term]
[Instructor’s Name]
Essay 4
Disciplinary Research Paper: Applying the Manual

You will write a paper typical of your discipline, focusing largely on appropriate style, as well as argument and evidence. You will use the manual you devised for Assignment #3 as the basis for your stylistic and rhetorical decisions. The genre that you choose should require research, and therefore argumentation, presentation of information, and/or discussion of a significant topic of concern in your discipline. You should use at least 5 credible, respected (probably peer reviewed) sources from within your discipline’s published writing. 

Proposal
You will choose a topic for this assignment and develop research questions to narrow your focus. The completed proposal form is required, and approval is necessary before you can submit your first or final drafts. This proposal will help you select an appropriate and manageable topic for your paper.

Explanatory Memo
You will include a one-page memo (or longer if necessary) to your instructor that describes your rhetorical context--discipline, chosen topic and line of inquiry, genre, audience and purpose--and explains your application of the style manual. Reflect and comment on how applicable the style manual was – did it work completely, or were there flaws? If there were flaws, what revisions might you make? The memo will be the first page of your Assignment #4 document. This assignment will be submitted to Blackboard as a single document including memo, paper, works cited or reference page, and appendixes if any.

Invention
Review your style manual and incorporate any suggestions from me or your peers that are needed, and examine the three sample papers that you used for Assignment #3. Analyze the components and determine your own approach to your Assignment #4 topic. 
Consider the following questions:
· What genres are typical in your discipline and which is appropriate for exploring your topic and inquiry? 
· What are the conventions of your discipline in the genre you’ve chosen? Are there certain sections or categories of information/research expected? Will the format influence or determine your content and research?
· What research is required for you to achieve your purpose and fulfill the disciplinary conventions? Would primary research such as a survey or interview with an expert enhance your project, or even be an expected part of this disciplinary genre? If so, start planning and conduct this research early in the process.
· What tone, persona, language and style are appropriate?

Researching 
Now that you have a sense of the genre, conventions, and style that are appropriate for your paper, continue to pursue and focus your research. Answer your research questions to develop your inquiry and fill in gaps in your information or argument. This process will further your knowledge of the topic so that you can present a logical and credible document. Keep good records of the citations and where (which source) you found each idea or piece of information. You’ll be glad later.

Analyzing
· What do you have to add to the disciplinary conversation on this topic?
· What stylistic choices should you make in order to adhere to your discipline manual?
· Are these choices largely in terms of audience, word choice, tone, persona and voice, or larger matters of structure, format, and genre? Or both?
· How might you frame or shape your paper to engage and persuade the audience described in your discipline manual, or in your memo for this paper? 
· Does your original argument still convince you, or does your thesis itself need revision?
· Does your research inquiry hold up or do you need to revise and refocus your questions?
· What approach to discussion is necessary to make your paper successful according to your discipline manual?

Drafting
Clear, well organized and logical writing is essential to any disciplinary or professional writing. Plan the order and structure of your paper according to logic and your discipline’s conventions, but you do not have to draft the sections in the order they will finally appear. After you have written your material, arranged it in a logical order, and given it a clear structure, review and revise your draft until the paragraphs and sentences clearly communicate your findings and argument. Refer to the principles of making good rhetorical choices in WCS.

Documentation
Use your discipline’s conventional documentation style (e.g., MLA; APA; Chicago) consistently to attribute information and expression of ideas to your sources. Include a reference or works cited page in the proper format for your disciplinary style. (Look it up.)

Minimum page length: 6-8 pages
Sources: Minimum of 5 credible sources.
Due date: [ ]
Grade value: [ ]



