[bookmark: _gk175edsldzq]Project 3: Make an Argument
Advocating for Discourse Communities in Advanced Composition 

[bookmark: _yspy8tt3f0xe]Overview and Purpose
This assignment will ask you to critically analyze the values and goals of your chosen community, argue for its value to those within and beyond the community, address potential criticism of the community, and provide a specific call to action for your reader.
 
To get started, identify the core values that define your chosen community. Consider aspects such as traditions, beliefs, customs, social norms, and collective goals. Think about the principles and ideals that guide the actions and interactions of community members. Then you will list anticipated/potential criticisms or challenges that those outside of the community might find problematic. This could include perceptions of cultural insularity, ethical dilemmas, social injustices, or conflicts with mainstream values.

As you begin to formulate your argument, consider the following questions: 
· What are the goals and values of this community? How do you know?
· What questions do those outside the community have about the community? How would you and/or the community respond to those questions?
· What critiques do those outside the community have about the community? How would you and/or the community respond to those questions?
· How can the reader support the community or some specific project of value to the community?
[bookmark: _4mjgiounv1x1]
[bookmark: _o39fe3q3af0r]To be considered complete, your essay should have:
1. A revised draft of your 2,000-2,500 word argument that does the following:
a. Clearly articulates the core values of your community and their significance.
b. Presents evidence and examples of how the community embodies those values.
c. Acknowledges and addresses potential criticisms or challenges from external perspectives.
d. Proposes strategies or solutions for addressing any perceived flaws or problems within the community, while still upholding its values and identity.  
e. Offers a call to action that offers your reader a way to support the community
2. A corresponding works cited page.
3. A revision note explaining the changes you made.
4. A 5-slide presentation to share your argument with the class. Include speaker notes for each slide. 
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[bookmark: _dm7vedhh9fh2]Steps for Your Argument Essay and Presentation
1. Brainstorm a list of values and goals for your community
2. Revisit your previous assignments to identify key people, events, ideas, or spaces that reflect the values and goals you’ve identified.
3. Outline or otherwise organize the information you wish to include in your argument.
4. Draft your argument.
5. Share your argument for feedback
6. Revise your argument in response to the feedback you receive from your peers and instructor.
7. Draft your revision note.
8. Submit your argument and revision note.
9. Read your written profile to pick out the most important information to include in your 5-slide presentation.
10. Using Google Slides or PowerPoint, craft your slides and create your speaker’s notes.
11. Share your presentation with your class, following your instructor’s directions.
[bookmark: _sbz5cyozguth]
[bookmark: _4t5sbyx5y2jv]Formatting and Style  [instructors can customize this section]
· Compose your argument and works cited page using MLA formatting. Times New Roman or some other basic font, roughly 11 or 12 points in size, double spaced, 1-inch margins. 
· It should be informational in tone, but words like "I" and "my" are fine to use when it makes sense to do so. 
· For your presentation, choose or craft a theme for your presentation and organize your slides according to the advice of my instructor and/or Arnett’s “Audiovisual Presentations Made Easy(-ier): Tips for Creating an Effective PowerPoint, Prezi, or Keynote”
[bookmark: _e8hsc0iztzg4]
[bookmark: _ybxw3flop3dy]Final Checklist
· I have included a revised draft of my 2,000-2,500-word argument essay. 
· I have included my revision note along with my revised draft. 
· I have included a works cited page. 
· I have formatted my argument essay as my instructor has prescribed. 
· I have created and submitted a 5-slide presentation that highlights key parts of my argument essay.
· I have formatted and organized my presentation as my instructor has prescribed.
