[bookmark: _gk175edsldzq]Pre-Project Proposal
Discovering Discourse Communities in Advanced Composition 

[bookmark: _yspy8tt3f0xe]Overview and Purpose
This assignment will help you choose which community you want to write about throughout the semester. You'll select two communities that you are interested in, and write a proposal explaining what that community is like and why you might want to write about it. You'll need two to three sources for each community. 

As you research each community, you'll need to find answers to the following questions: 
· What shared activity, interest, and/or identity unites this community? 
· What are the goals of this community?
· What specific vocabulary is associated with this community?*
· What are some important events in the history of the community?
· Who are some of the leaders of the community? Why do they matter?
· What modes of communication does this community use? Which of these modes of communication are most important?
· Why would you be interested in researching and writing about the community?

Remember, this is the proposal for the assignment, not a full analysis. So while you should research and write with care, you don't need to know everything yet, as you will be doing more in-depth research on one of these communities in future assignments. The work you do at this stage will set you up for the rest of the semester. 
[bookmark: _4mjgiounv1x1]
[bookmark: _o39fe3q3af0r]To be considered complete, your proposal should have:
1. A 250-500 word description of community A that answers the above questions.
2. A corresponding works cited page.
3. A 250-500 word description of community B that answers the above questions.
4. A corresponding works cited page.
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[bookmark: _dm7vedhh9fh2]Steps for Your Pre-Project Proposal
1. Select two communities that you might want to write about 
2. Research each community, specifically looking to answer the questions listed 
3. Compile the information you've gathered into an outline or other organization
4. Draft the proposal for the first community and the corresponding works cited
5. Draft the proposal for the second community and the corresponding works cited
6. Reread, revise, and make edits 
7. Submit your proposal 
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[bookmark: _4t5sbyx5y2jv]Formatting and Style  [instructors can customize this section]
· Compose your proposal and works cited page using MLA formatting. Times New Roman or some other basic font, roughly 11 or 12 points in size, double spaced, 1-inch margins. 
· It should be informational in tone, but words like "I" and "my" are fine to use when it makes sense to do so. 
· Proposals A and B should be on separate documents, each with its own heading, title, and corresponding works cited page. 
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[bookmark: _ybxw3flop3dy]Final Checklist
· I have presented information on community #1 that answers the assigned questions and explains why I am interested in that community. 
· I have presented information on community #2 that answers the assigned questions and explains why I am interested in that community. 
· I have included a works cited page for each. 
· I have formatted both proposals as my instructor has prescribed. 
