Assignment 3: Creating a Multigenre Advocacy Group Project

The purpose of this assignment is to put together a coherent advocacy campaign using a variety of texts and genres in portfolio form. Your portfolio will introduce your group, your topic, your specific purpose, and your works. These works will be three (or four) texts from different genres that you create on a topic of your choice. Like any good campaign, the three (or four) texts will share the same general message in ways that make sense for their particular audiences and contexts. Each member of the group will choose their own genre and create a text within that genre that communicates your shared message. This means that you need to ensure that each individual work adds up to create a coherent campaign.

To get started, [join a group that you work well with]. Choose a topic that you feel will interest you for at least two assignments. If you’re not sure what to choose, ask your instructor for guidance. Conduct some preliminary research using both academic and popular sources to figure out what has already been said about the topic and what ongoing problems they might be looking to solve. 
 
When you’re ready to begin the writing process, think about the following:

1. Status Quo—Do some research on the topic. What have people been saying about the topic so far? Try not to organize by author. Rather, you might want to organize what they’ve said by time (past to present), or by subtopic. Also, what genres are commonly used to talk about this topic? This is called “the conversation.”

2. Stakeholders—Who is involved in this conversation? Who has something to gain or lose in this conversation? Who seems to have the most access to this conversation? Who do you see underrepresented? These are your stakeholders and audience.

3. Changing the Conversation—Now that you have answers to #1 and #2, what do you have to add to this conversation? In other words, do you want to go along with the status quo of this conversation, or do you want things to change? Either way, what are your arguments for doing so? Do you have evidence to support your arguments? 

4. Strategy— Using your answers to #3, decide if you want to advocate for things to stay the same or if you want them to change. Knowing this, what message do you want to communicate and to whom? In other words, what is your purpose, and who is your audience? What genres will be most effective in reaching them? Use Ch. 15, Assembling a Multigenre Project, as a guide to organize your project.


Format & Layout 
[Insert how you want students to format their paper. As the instructor, you can add more specificity to the prompt, so long as you do not change the scope or rigor of the assignment.] 

This assignment is broken into two major sections: your research on the topic and an explanation of your argument to add to the topic. 

Sample General Outline 
· Introduction
· Introduce the purpose of the paper and the conversation you will join
· Introduce the paper sections and their order
· Research on the Topic – What Others Have Already Said (aka the conversation)
· Explain the current status quo of the conversation
· Describe the stakeholders and their relationship to the conversation
· Adding Your Voice to the Topic – (aka Joining the Conversation)
· Explain whether you plan on changing the conversation or continuing the conversation and why you have made this choice. 
· Specify what your strategy for joining the conversation will be, who will be targeted, and which genres you will be using to do this work. 

NOTE: Each group member’s contribution in the proposed portfolio should be equal to the rest of the group, and the final contribution from each member should be the equivalent intellectual work of a 2-4 page paper. [You will organize all your parts and submit all of your components together as one cohesive paper.]

Your paper should be formatted with 1-inch margins. Font should be legible and no larger than 12-point. Use your course’s citation style. The text should be 3 to 6 single-spaced pages. Final submission should be as an Adobe PDF or MS file. 


Due Dates 
_______ First Draft		_______ Peer Review		_______ Final Draft 


Cover Letter
When you are ready to submit your final draft in Week 9, you must include a cover letter at the beginning of this document, before your final draft begins. Your cover letter must summarize and explain the revisions you made to your original draft. 

Final Submission Checklist  
· We have included a cover letter as the first page of my assignment where we summarize and explain what revisions we made to our draft.
· We have included a thesis statement that captures the focus of our paper.
· We have provided evidence to support our thesis statement.
· We have included what others have said about the topic (the conversation) already. 
· We have added to the conversation with our own voice.
· We have composed our own genres for this advocacy campaign.
· We have justified why our genres are effective for this advocacy campaign.
· If we want to earn an “A,” we have made a good faith attempt to fulfill the requirements in the “Let’s Reach for an A!” section.
· We have included in-text citations and a Works Cited/Reference page. 
We have formatted my paper [as our instructor has described.] 
